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Reflection of the Month: What Man Might Consider Kind, God 

Would Consider Cruel  

Love is to will the good of the other (CCC 1766). What we ought to will is that the other 
person attain eternal life with God. What we might will instead is that they choose a  
lesser good that is in fact evil, and mostly for our benefit. Consider the case of Jesus’s 
relatives who thought they were doing him a kindness in planning to seize him early on 
in his ministry.  “When his relatives heard of this, they set out to seize him, for they said, 
“He is out of his mind.”” (MK 3:21) They might have thought that they were doing good 
but in fact seizing the Christ and preventing him from fulfilling the Father’s plan would 
have been wicked. Were they willing the others good for the others sake, or were they 
concerned about how they might be perceived by the public. 

Sometimes we believe that we are being loving to someone we care about who is 
sinning by not confronting them about the sin. It may be that we may not want to hurt 
their feelings, or create rift between them and us, or be attacked due for challenging 
secular orthodoxy. However, St. Augustine is pretty blunt when he says that, “You 
become worse than the sinner if you fail to correct him.” (De Verb. Dom. xvi, 4) While we 
ought to correct, prudence should influence how and when we correct another. We also 
need to check that we are doing so out of love and not, as St. Aquinas cautions, out of 
“ostentation or pride”. (ST IIa-IIae)   

In the Dialogue, God tells Catherine of Sienna of man that "His general cruelty is to see 
himself and other creatures in danger of death and damnation through privation of grace, 
and so cruel is he that he reminds neither himself nor others of the love of virtue and 
hatred of vice.” Not only is it cruel not to correct a sinner but as we saw in MK 3:21, we 
may be actually be furthering the cause of Satan. Continuing the Dialogue, “Being thus 
cruel he may wish to extend his cruelty still further, that is, not content with not giving an 
example of virtue, the villain also usurps the office of the demons, tempting, according to 
his power, his fellow-creatures to abandon virtue for vice; this is cruelty towards his 
neighbors, for he makes himself an instrument to destroy life and to give death….” Lack 
of correction or showing support of sin could also become scandal, particularly in public. 
 
It may seem to be a minor sin or minor scandal to, for example, attend a gay wedding. 
We may in fact be “usurping the office of demons” through scandal. It may also seem 
that such support of sin will be forgotten. You will, in fact, surely be confronted about it 
again. At the final judgement, the sinner in question will surely declare that they are 
innocent of the sin as they did not know it was sin, and in fact a “devout” Catholic, you, 
even celebrated it. So, you will be dragged before the high court to answer for what you 
have done in this case. St. Aquinas goes on to say in that such as sin could be mortal 
because of the appearance that one approves of the sin in question. (ST Ia-IIae Q43) 
We need to be like minded of God and truly love our neighbors. In charity and with 
prudence correct those in sin and avoid being implicated ourselves. Let us not be truly 
cruel.  
 

Notable Catholic of the Month: Edmund T. Whittaker  

Edmund T. Whittaker (October 24, 1873 to March 24, 1956) Whittaker was 
an English mathematician, physicist, and historian of science. He is most 
remembered as the author of one of the most widely used mathematical 

treatises in history, A Course in Mathematical Analysis, colloquially known by 
physicists and mathematicians simply as “Whittaker and Watson.”  First issued 
in 1902 with Whittaker as sole author, subsequent editions were co-authored 

by his former doctoral student G.N. Watson. Whittaker and Watson’s book was heavily 
used as both a textbook and reference work by several generations of scientists and has 
remained in print for over a century.  In mathematical research, Whittaker made 

contributions primarily in the areas of applied mathematics, differential equations and the 
theory of “special functions” (such as Bessel functions and hypergeometric functions). In 
1954, he was awarded the Copley Medal by the Royal Society “for his distinguished 

contributions to both pure and applied mathematics and to theoretical physics.” He was 
the doctoral advisor of the famous mathematician G.H. Hardy. Whittaker did important 
work in the history of science; his A History of the Theories of Aether and Electricity is 

considered a classic.  Whittaker converted to the Catholic Faith in 1930. He became a 
member of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences in 1936.  It is considered probable that 
Whittaker helped Pope Pius XII draft his famous 1951 address to the Pontifical Academy 

of Sciences in which the pope noted with great satisfaction that scientific evidence from 
a variety of fields was converging on the conclusion that the universe had a temporal 

beginning several billion years ago.  After surveying the scientific evidence, the pope 
directly quoted Whittaker, who wrote, “These different estimates converge to the 
conclusion that there was an epoch about 109 or 1010 years ago, on the further side of 

which the cosmos, if it existed at all, existed in some form totally unlike anything known 
to us.” This conclusion is still supported by the science of today, with the time since the 
Big Bang now estimated to be about 1.4 times 1010 years.  Pope Pius XII saw in this a 

vindication of the Christian and Jewish belief that the world had a beginning, which until 
the Big Bang theory had been rejected by many scientists as unscientific. 
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Wisdom of the Desert Fathers:  

The same Abbot Agartho would say, "Even if an angry man were to revive the dead, 
he would not be pleasing to God because of his anger.” 

 

Catechist in the Spotlight: 

Chris and Alycia Mattingly have been catechists for St. William of 
York for the last 4 years.  Alycia teaches 2nd grade and Chris 
teaches 8th grade.   

 

 

What made you decide to start teaching Religious Education? 

At first, we were looking for a way to spend more time together and we thought this 
would make a good "date".  Then we just fell in love with it and couldn't imagine not 
doing it. 

What is your favorite part about teaching? 

We love when they "get it".  It's when you can see in their faces that they really 
understand the concepts we are teaching them about and it clicks.  When their 
knowledge has surpassed the memorization stage. 

We love to witness the children we have taught going up for Communion or serving on 
the altar.  It helps us to appreciate the importance of this calling. 

Who is one of your favorite Saints? 

St. Dymphna because she is a powerful intercessor for those with mental health 
issues. 

Catechist Certification Plans: For those catechists that have not attained 

at least their basic level catechist certification, your certification plans were due to be 

co-signed by the CRE by the end of February.  

Requirements for Basic Catechist Certification: 

• A completed Basic Catechist Certification Application Form;  

• A signed Catechist Oath of Fidelity; and  

• 50 hours of verified course work (transcripts required with a final grade of 80%+) 

in the following areas:  

  hours of study in Catechetical Ministry Training  

  hours of study of the Creed  

  hours of study of the Sacraments 

  hours of study of the Moral Life  

  hours of study of Prayer and Tradition  

The Diocese has partnered with three local apostolates that offer Basic Catechist 
Certification courses for Arlington catechists:  

 Catholic Distance University 

 Catholic Education Center 

  Institute of Catholic Culture  

The Franciscan University of Steubenville Catechetical Institute also offers courses 
which may be used towards Basic Catechist Certification, so long as the coursework is 
verified and meets the requirements noted above.  

The CRE has blocked off Sunday mornings after 10:45 to tutor catechists that are 
enrolled in the Catholic Education Center course. Contact the RE Office if you would 
like to attend. 
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Administrative Notes: 

Congratulations to our students who met Jesus in the Sacrament of Penance for the 
very first time on February 26th!  Please continue to pray for these children as they 
now begin to prepare for their First Holy Communion in May! 

Class schedule for March: 

SUNDAY classes will meet on March 6, 20 and 27; NO CLASS on March 13 due to 
Spring Break 

WEDNESDAY classes will meet on March 9, 23 and 30;  NO CLASS on March 2 
(Ash Wednesday) or March 16 (Spring Break) 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS are back!  Every Friday during Lent, a different organi-
zation in the parish will host a soup supper on Friday evenings from 5 PM - 6 
PM.  This practice is in line with the sacrificial theme of fasting and abstaining during 
Lent.  All soups are meatless and meatless sandwiches are also available.  Dona-
tions are accepted for our parish OUTREACH which helps families in Stafford who 
are struggling financially.  The Religious Education program is hosting the first 
supper on MARCH 4th!  All families are invited to attend.  If you would like to do-
nate a pot of soup or sandwiches or volunteer to help in any way, please contact the 
RE office. 

Stations of the Cross will be prayed in the church at 6:30 PM every Friday in Lent 
with the exception of March 25th (Solemnity of the Annunciation) and Good Friday 
(youth group will have the Living Stations) followed by Mass at 7:00 PM.  This devo-
tion promotes a scriptural means of reflecting on the last hours of the life of our Lord 
and Savior.  Attendance can be counted as Confirmation service hours under a Spir-
itual Work of Mercy for our Confirmation students. 

"The LIGHT IS ON" provides the opportunity for confessions on Wednesday eve-
nings during Lent from 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM.  Remember, the Precepts of the Church 
tell us that it is our duty "to confess serious sins at least once a year".  Spanish and 
English confessions are offered. 

CONFIRMATION YEAR 1 NOTES: 

• Declaration Page - past due (end of January) 

• Saint Report - due now (end of February) 

• BASIC FAITH TEST - MARCH 27th at 6:00 PM; students should be working 

with the study guide which is in the Confirmation packet red folder handed out in 
October to prepare for this exam.   

Student attendance in class and at Mass are very important to their Confirmation 
preparation.  Students may be retained for poor classroom performance and Confir-
mation will be delayed.   Please make sure your child is completing assignments 
and attending classes to ensure adequate preparation for this sacrament. 

As we enter the Lenten season, please remember to "thank God" for the many 
blessings he has bestowed upon your family.  Think of those who may not enjoy the 
same blessings.  Dig a little deeper to live the Corporal Work of Mercy "Feed the 
Hungry" and make a sacrificial offering to the food pantry this Lent by donating one 
or two items each week to our collection of food (nonperishable, boxed or canned 
items) and health items (toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, deodorant, dia-
pers, etc).  May God grant you a generous heart and a willing spirit! 
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